






Easter Vigil: Luke 24.1-12   Easter Day: John 20.1-9





The Easter Gospels are joyful; but they are also filled with confusion and even fear.  Expectations are upset. What was secure is turned upside-down.  





Jesus’ journey from death to new life is foreshadowed by the Jewish exodus from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.  That too was a disorienting experience—an uncertain journey, requiring courage and faith.























Unfinished journey


Walking with the risen Christ in a broken world  























Gospel for Today





Reading the Sunday gospels in context: 


APRIL 2010








By the time you read this it is likely that a General Election will have been called.  How does the Gospel’s word of love become flesh in our troubled political system?





Parties like the BNP feed on the human tendency to scapegoat outsiders – to blame ‘our’ problems as a society on those who are different.  The work of London Citizens helps us resist this – and to offering a positive alternatives.  Citizen organising brings us into a deeper relationship with those who are different from us.  





Rather than blaming one another for the symptoms of poverty and social injustice, London Citizens brings us together to tackle their root causes– through campaigns for a Living Wage and affordable housing.  We discover our common interests, and through this shared work and shared struggle, we come to recognise our common dignity as children of God.





18 Apr (Easter 3): John 21.1-19





Jesus said to Peter, ‘Follow me.’





Today’s Gospel has echoes of 


Jesus’ initial meeting with Peter —the unsuccessful fishing, followed by an abundant catch; and the call to move from catching fish to spreading the Gospel.  
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The difference is that this conversation comes after Peter’s betrayal.  It was the ultimate test of loyalty, and a test he was confident he would pass.   But in the end, at the most crucial moment, he was found wanting.  





It’s a shattering feeling— one many of us will have had at some point– to have our courage and loyalty tested, and be found wanting.  





The good news of today’s Gospel is that Jesus gives us a second chance.  This isn’t to deny the pain and harm our betrayals cause; but it reminds us that God’s grace is sufficient to triumph even over these.





25 Apr (Easter 4): 


John 10.22-30





‘My sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and they follow me.’





Knowing ourselves to be bought at a price—the price of our Shepherd’s life– gives a dignity to our lives, and to every human life.  





The fellowship into which God invites us is made flesh in the way we love our neighbours.  The First Letter of John puts it thus: ‘No-one has ever seen God, but when we love one another, God’s love is made perfect in us.’ 








 





Neither exodus nor Easter spell an immediate end to struggle and pain.  The early Church soon faced the realities of persecution and violence.  





Resurrection life is found where human beings cease to see their good as something to be won over against others, and cease to scapegoat those who are unlike them.  Our risen Lord was the ultimate scapegoat – the friend and healer of those his society rejected, the one crucified ‘outside the gate’.  The Gospels make the extraordinary claim that this radical and sacrificial identification with outcasts and scapegoats is the way to life all its fullness. 


 


11 Apr (Easter 2): John 20.19-31





‘As the Father has sent me, so I send you… receive the Holy Spirit’





After the bewildering events of Holy Week and Easter, no wonder we find the disciples huddled in an upper room!  Today’s Gospel is about the Risen Lord’s effect on his dispirited and anxious followers.   Jesus sends the Spirit on his disciples that they, in turn, might be sent out.  We’re reminded that the Church exists not for itself but for the world—to make the Word flesh in every generation.  As in Jesus’ life, that involves courage, generosity—and conflict.  




















